Abstract
Indexed African Journals Online: www.ajol.info from learning place, etc on student achievement. According to them, the achievement of students is not affected by such factors as age, sex and place of residence but is associated with performance in quantitative subjects. It is also found that those who live near university perform better than other students.
Supporting the views above, Carol (2007) remarked that student performance in principles of macroeconomics classes was dependent on many factors. Natural ability needs to be supplemented with motivation and effort. According to him, a study by Borg and Shapiro tried to predict student's performance based on the personality type of the instructor. The results found that a student would do better in the class if the student and professor had similar learning styles.
Considering other factors which could influence students achievement in a school subject, quantitative ability had been identified (Educational Testing Service, 1995; Oyedeji, 1994; Fonska, 1992) .
Quantitative ability was defined as a measure of a student's "ability to apply knowledge of mathematical concepts and principles, to demonstrate flexibility in thinking, to identify critical features on new situations, to make correct generalizations, and to compare mathematical expressions" (Educational Testing Service, 1995) .
Quantitative skills are marked by an ability to solve numerical problems easily. People who are good at figuring out a tip are tapping into their quantitative abilities. But for some people, quantitative ability also means that they are able to separate a whole into its constituent parts more readily than others. Quantitative ability includes arriving at mathematical solutions to problems, as well as basic adding, subtracting, multiplying and dividing. Based on the ability and the maturity of the students, three major areas of knowledge of Venn diagram, measures of central tendency and percentages were selected for testing. They were consequently incorporated into the
Quantitative Ability Test Instrument
Despite the relevance of Economics to every day life in the area of commerce and industry, the teaching of the subject in Nigeria is characterized by many inadequacies. Nigeria secondary school teachers of Economics have a few materials on the teaching of Economics to work with. Audio-visual aids are either not available in sufficient quality, or what is available is usually Indexed African Journals Online: www.ajol.info inappropriate. These have affected the effectiveness of teachers of Economics (Adu, 2002; Obemeata, 1991) .
Although, there is an increase in the number of students that are offering the subject, achievement in Economics has not been as good as it has been before the introduction of a new Economics syllabus which incorporated some elements of Mathematics into the subject. The situation has been posing serious problem for the students in the Senior Secondary School classes partly as a result of the carry over effects of the negative attitudes which they have towards Mathematics and ineffectiveness on the part of the teachers. The ineffectiveness results from low student -teacher interaction. Students' failure to ask questions and the use of lecture method were identified as the main cause of poor achievement in Economics (Adu & Ayeni, 2004) . They demonstrated that achievement of candidates in Economics is not only poor generally but continues to fall over the years in a study on an "appraisal of trends in achievement of students in Economics at the Senior Secondary Certificate Examination in Oyo State".
In addition, the facts and figures presented in Tables 1 and 2 for May/June 1996 -2005 and November/December 1996-2005, Senior School Certificate Examination results tend to support this claim. The figures in these tables show that students' achievement in the subject (Economics) is poor; this should be a concern to policy makers, administrators, principals, teachers, parents and students themselves.
Statement of the Problem
There has been a trend of poor achievement in Economics in Secondary Schools. It is therefore necessary to gear research work in Economics Education towards finding solutions to the factors responsible for students' failure in the subject. Hence, this study investigated the relationships between quantitative ability and students' academic achievement in Economics. The study also investigated the relative contributions of each of the three (3) variables such as: knowledge of Venn diagram; measures of central tendency; and percentages (quantitative ability) to the variance of achievement in Economics. Furthermore, it sought to find out the variables that could predict senior secondary school students' achievement in Economics.
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Research Questions
Based on the problem stated above, the study sought answers to the following research questions. 
Methodology
The study adopted survey research design of the ex-post facto type. The study aimed at the composite and relative effects of quantitative ability variables on the student achievement in secondary school Economics. The population for the study consisted of all the senior secondary school Economics students in all public senior secondary schools in the thirty three Local Government areas of Oyo State.
Five (5) schools were randomly selected in each local government which gave a total of thirty (30) schools that were involved in the study while twenty (20) senior secondary school class II Economics students were randomly selected in each school. This gave a total of six hundred (600) students that were involved in the study. The choice of SSII students was borne out of their maturity and to allow for follow up. They had been exposed to Economics in SSI, thus they already had some good knowledge of the subject.
The data collected were analyzed using both descriptive and inferential statistics. Descriptive statistics, involving frequency counts and percentages were used to present the characteristics and responses of the respondents descriptively. Also, inferential statistics, involving Pearson Product Moment Correlation and Multiple regression analysis were used to determine the relationships among the independent variables and the dependent variable. All tests were carried out at α = .05. Table 5 tests the significance or otherwise of the composite effect. From Table 5 , the R value of .584 is significant (F (3,2156) = 371.770; p<.05). This shows that the R value is not due to chance. Table 6 shows that students' knowledge of measures of central tendency made the greatest contribution to their achievement in Economics (β = .653; p<.05). This is followed by Venn diagram (β = .580; p<.05). These two variables made contributions which are significant. Only Students' knowledge of percentage made no significant contribution to their achievement in Economics (β = .450; p>.05).
Research Question 2: What are the relative effects of the quantitative ability variables viz: knowledge of Venn diagram, measures of central tendency and percentages on students' achievement in Economics?
Research Question 3: Which of the quantitative ability variables [knowledge of Venn diagram, measures of central tendency and percentages] would predict students' achievement in Economics?
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Discussion
Considering quantitative ability of the students, the findings revealed that students who had good knowledge of Venn diagram; measures of central tendency; and percentages were able to achieve better in Economics. This is as a result of the fact that quantitative aspects have been introduced into the new syllabus of Economics at the Senior Secondary School Examination level while section A of the terminal examination at SSS level usually consists of two questions which are made compulsory. This shows that any student who has good quantitative ability would easily perform better in any Economics examination. Moreover, such a student would not have phobia for Mathematics like other students who may not have good quantitative ability. Consequently, the findings have emphasized the role which quantitative ability could play in students' achievement in Economics. Thus, for any teacher to be effective in impartation of knowledge in the students in Economics, he/she should be able to look into how students could develop good quantitative abilities. This is so, because, without good quantitative ability, no student will be able to achieve well in Economics. This study corroborates the findings of studies such as Adu (2002) , Uduosoro (2000) , Fajola (1999) and Ajelabi (1998) , which revealed high significant main effect of quantitative ability on students' achievement in some subjects like Economics, Biology and Mathematics. 
Summary of Findings
Conclusions
The study has shown that two out of the variables contribute to the prediction of the variance of secondary school students' achievement in Economics. Therefore, appropriate measures should be taken to ensure that the variables are adequately and appropriately managed so that their contributions to Economics teaching and learning would be positive rather than negative. African Research Review Vol. 3 (2), January, 2009. Pp. 322-333 Indexed African Journals Online: www.ajol.info 
